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LEVINE: FINAL TEACHER ED REGS “NEEDED STEP FORWARD” IN ENSURING 
TEACHER PREP PROGRAMS ARE READYING EDUCATORS FOR SCHOOLS OF TOMORROW  

PRINCETON, N.J. (October 12, 2016) – In response to the final teacher preparation regulations 
released by the U.S. Department of Education, Arthur Levine – president of the Woodrow Wilson 
National Fellowship Foundation and former president of Teachers College, Columbia University –
released the following statement:  

“The U.S. Department of Education should be applauded for taking this needed step forward in updating 
and improving federal teacher education guidelines. Throughout the nation, the vast majority of teacher 
preparation programs are readying educators as we have for more than a century. Learners both need 
and deserve teachers ready to lead the classrooms of tomorrow, not the classrooms of their 
grandparents or great grandparents. These regulations begin to point us toward that future. 

The strong action taken by the Obama Administration can have a lasting, positive impact on teacher 
preparation. It will now fall to the U.S. Congress and a new president to build on these regulations as 
part of the reauthorization of the Higher Education Act. As significant as these regulatory changes are, 
they are but one step in a long journey to transform higher education to meet the demands of 
tomorrow. 

With cognitive science teaching us so much about how individuals learn, we must apply those lessons to 
how we, as a nation, prepare classroom educators. Successful teachers today know there is no ‘one-size-
fits-all’ approach to teaching in their classrooms. All learners come with different levels of knowledge, 
learning styles, and abilities. As we look to K—12 teachers to personalize instruction and deliver student-
focused instruction, so too should we look to our education schools and teacher preparation programs 
to deliver personalized learning to aspiring teachers. These regulatory changes begin the essential 
process of updating the law to meet the demands of 21st-century education. 

These changes largely reflect lessons learned by the Woodrow Wilson Foundation in working to 
transform STEM teacher preparation across the country. And these priorities are essential to 
strengthening teacher education programs to meet the future needs of schools and students alike. 

All of those involved in teacher preparation must realize that these regulations represent the floor in 
teacher education, and not the ceiling. These regs represent the minimum that every teacher prep 
program must offer to aspiring educators. It is now the responsibility of the entire field to use these 
changes to continually improve, innovate, and transform our teacher education programs, placing the 
same high expectations on teacher ed programs that we ultimately place on program graduates.” 

For more information on the Woodrow Wilson Foundation’s work in teacher education or to speak with 
Arthur Levine, please contact Patrick Riccards at 703-298-8283 or riccards@woodrow.org. 

### 

About the Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation 
Founded in 1945, the Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation (www.woodrow.org) identifies and develops the 
nation’s best minds to meet its most critical challenges. The Foundation supports its Fellows as the next generation of 
leaders shaping American society.  
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