
The WW Dissertation Fellowships in 
Women’s Studies 
encourage original and significant research about 
women and gender that crosses disciplinary, 
regional, or cultural boundaries, including but not 
limited to intersectionality, feminist theory, and 
post-colonial studies.

Eligible proposals from applicants in the humanities 
and social sciences will have as a central focus the 
study of women and/or gender. Applicants must 
have all pre-dissertation requirements completed 
at the time of application, including approval of the 
dissertation proposal.  Candidates should expect 
to complete their dissertation between March and 
August 2022.

To find out more and apply: 
woodrow.org/womens-studies
ws@woodrow.org

The 2021 WW Dissertation Fellowships  
in Women’s Studies 

Application deadline:  
October 16, 2020

Awards:  
8 Fellowships of $5,000  
for 12 months

Since the first Women’s Studies Fellows were named in 1974, over 500 emerging scholars have been funded, many now 
prominent in their fields. They are distinguished faculty members, artists and novelists, and (in some cases) leaders in 
business, government, and the nonprofit sector. They include a Pulitzer Prize winner, two MacArthur Fellows, seven 
Guggenheim Fellows, a number of Fulbright Fellows, and many others who have achieved significant distinctions. 
Notably, a number of the Fellows volunteer their time as reviewers to help select new Women’s Studies Fellows and 
enthusiastically support the next generation of scholars exploring women’s issues and matters of gender.

The Foundation is undergoing a name change.  
Learn more at woodrow.org

Nithya Rajan
University of Minnesota,  
women and gender studies

The Politics of Labor, Livelihoods, 
and Living: Afghan refugee women’s 
experiences in India

Jessie Fredlund
The Graduate Center, CUNY,  
anthropology

Ancestors and Rain in a Changing 
Climate: The Politics of Water, Knowl-
edge and Time in a Catchment Area, 
Uluguru, Tanzania

Maryam Rokhideh 
University of Notre Dame,  
anthropology

“Everything is on My Back”: Women’s 
Work, Mobility, and Welfare on the  
Congo-Rwanda Border

Kiana Murphy
University of Pennsylvania,  
English

Speculative Black Girl Ethics:  
Reading Practices, Visual Culture, 
and the Urgency of the Present

Meet a few of the 2020 Fellows 
 


